Interview with ‘Fuzzy’ Casreno / Marcie Harris / March 31, 2009

What were your first thoughts when you heard you won the award?

He was shocked, surprised. “I thought Barbara was joking with me, really. It’s such a great honor to get this kind of thing, but to be the first one ever was even more meaningful. I guess that they were going to do it all as a surprise [mumbled something] but they knew, even from talking to J.D. that people wouldn’t be able to hide it from me that long, I’m just too nosy.”

He says that they had talked about doing this kind of award even back when he was president of WCMA, but it never came to fruition, due to some financial issues they were having in the early 90s. He wished his wife Dorothy, who died of cancer in 2007, could have been there to celebrate with him. Sounds like he cried a bit when he recanted this fact in his acceptance speech, which was also the keynote. His son, 
J.D., the co. president now, introduced him.

What was the ceremony itself like?

Says that the dinner reminded him of his wedding (this got him a little upset about Dorothy again.) “It was like our wedding reception, in that I knew pretty much everyone in that room. What an amazing kind of party, you know, when there’s, there’s all the people you care about in the industry, all the people who you have helped out over the years, and not only that, but there are all the people who have given back to you, as well.” [have to cut that somehow] 

His flights to Paris were from his home in Atlanta to Newark and then to Paris. The Atlanta-Newark flight was cancelled due to weather, and he was just able to run between terminals and catch a direct flight to Paris on another airline. “I would have missed the ceremony otherwise. They held the door for me, and shut it right after I boarded. I don’t know if I’ve ever run so fast without someone chasing me.” Then, when he got to Paris early on the morning of April 3, his taxi had a minor fender-bender with a truck. No one was hurt, and the taxi driver flagged down another taxi, which took him safely to his hotel. “I felt like the gods were trying to keep me from the Park Hyatt.” (hotel where the banquet/ceremony was held)

What does this award mean to you?

“It means so much, because it was presented by my peers.” He said that he hopes that younger people in the concrete industry will see people like him “at the other end of their careers” and stay passionate about concrete. He worries about people leaving the construction and related industries, but he still thinks that it is a good career, if you work hard. He hopes that his two sons will continue on with the family business, even though he knows it wasn’t always wanted to do. “But they’ve grown to love it, I think. It’s the people in the industry, their passion rubs off on you, and you can’t help but become excited yourself.”

What are your best memories of your work in the industry?

“The first customer I ever called on turned out to be the father of one of my old girlfriends. I wasn’t really ready for that. But I managed through, and never looked back.” Did he get the sale? “No, no way. Hard as I tried, that fellow was having nothing to do with me.”

He worked in the industry for 3 years before he broke away and started his own company in 1964. “It was hard, I was in my early twenties, and some people didn’t take me seriously. But, luckily for me, I’d made enough contacts at TR Construction (his old job) that I was able to put something together.”

“We weren’t in business 3 months, when we found out that Dorothy was pregnant with D.J. We knew that now it was serious, now that we were going to have a family. But I’d have to say that, even though it was hard work, a lot of hard work, I never doubted that I would be successful.” He also talked about how he loved bringing the boys to the office and to job sites as they grew up. “Kids love going to dad’s office, all kids do.”

Kyle Whaley, his old boss, encouraged him to join the WCMA not long after it was established, and he never looked back. “Best advice I’d ever received.

