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‘That’s the kind 
    of shot that

Whether it is in the backyard, the driveway or shoot-
ing alone in a gym, most of us have pretended to hit a 
game-winning shot at the buzzer to win a championship.

Charlotte Smith made her dream real with a three-
pointer as time expired that gave North Carolina a 
60-59 victory over Louisiana Tech in the 1994 champi-
onship game in Richmond, Virginia.

Coach Sylvia Hatchell surprised even herself by 
instructing her team to try for the win, despite the fact 
that Smith had made only eight three-point shots all season.

“I was standing outside the huddle talking to my assistants going over 
what we should do,” Hatchell said. “For some reason, I just walked away 
from them. I can’t tell you why I did that. I went into the huddle and told 
the team we were going for the win.”

North Carolina used Kodak All-American Tonya Sampson as a decoy in 
designing the three-point play, then Stephanie Lawrence made a great pass 
from underneath the backboard and over a defender to the open Smith.

“At that point, it was just catch and release,” Smith said. “When it went 
in, I was overwhelmed, elated. I was every adjective you could think of.”

Hatchell added, “That’s the kind of shot that changes your life. It made 
us No. 1, and we all got beautiful championship rings.”

1994 Division I Women’s Basketball Championship
North Carolina 60, Louisiana Tech 59

changes your life.’
North Carolina 
State’s Lorenzo 
Charles jams 
the ball in the 
hoop while 
Houston’s 
Akeem 
Olajuwon can 
do nothing but 
watch.

North Caroli-
na’s Charlotte 
Smith hits the 
winner at the 
end of the 
1994 champi-
onship.

Rich Clarkson / NCAA Photos
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‘The first day I felt like I 
could take my full swing 
was the batting practice        

 the day  
   before 

   the championship 
game.’
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Warren Morris is the only man to end the 
Men’s College World Series with a game-winning 
home run in the bottom of the ninth inning.

That alone is dramatic enough, but when 
you consider the story leading up to the walk-
off blast, it is remarkable.

Morris, who today is a financial planner in 
Alexandria, Louisiana, struggled through the early 
part of that season, unable to generate any of the 
power he had displayed in the past because of a 
hand injury. He finally removed himself from the 
lineup as the pain became unbearable.

“It got bad enough that I would go to class 
and couldn’t write,” said Morris, who was a 
Southeastern Conference Academic Honor Roll 
selection with a 3.5 GPA in zoology in 1996.

When a hand specialist figured out that he 
had broken the bone in his palm, he underwent 
surgery. He then slowly made his way back into 
the lineup, but still didn’t have his normal power.

But the Tigers marched through the NCAA 
tournament and eventually reached the final of the 
MCWS, extending the season long enough for the 
left-handed hitting Morris to see signs of progress.

“As corny as it sounds, the first day I felt like I 
could take my full swing was the batting practice 
the day before the championship game,” said 
Morris, who played more than three years in the 
major leagues with the Pittsburgh Pirates, Min-
nesota Twins and Detroit Tigers.

In the final, a mistake-plagued LSU team 
found itself down 7-3 after six innings. The 
Tigers came back with two runs apiece in 
the bottom of the seventh and eighth in-
nings, then again fell behind by a run in the 
top of the ninth.

Miami then called on freshman reliever 
Robbie Morrison to close out the game.

Morris came to the plate with the tying run 
at third base and two outs. Morrison delivered a 
slider on the first pitch, and Morris launched a 
line drive toward the right field wall.

“As soon as he hit it, I remember thinking, 
‘This game is tied,’” Bertman said. Then the 
ball kept traveling, clearing the wall.

“The first inclination I had it was a home 
run was when I noticed our first base coach, 
Daniel Tomlin, jump about 10 feet in the air,” 
Morris said. “Then I started jumping, and I 
noticed the pain hit the Miami players, because 
they were on the ground. That’s when it clicked 
in that we won this thing.”

1996 Division I Baseball 
Championship
LSU 9, Miami (Florida) 8
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Barton was facing Winona State, winner 

of a record 56 straight games, in the final in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. Fortunately for the 
Bulldogs, they had Anthony “Little Ant” Atkin-
son on their side.

Atkinson put together an incredible string of 
clutch plays in the Elite Eight, including a per-
sonal 10-1 run in the last 45 seconds of the final 
and the game-winning layup at the buzzer after a 
2.1-second sprint from midcourt to the rim. 

In the quarterfinals, Barton downed Grand 
Valley State, 83-81, in overtime on Atkinson’s 
three-pointer at the buzzer. In an 80-79 semifinal 
win against Cal State San Bernardino, Atkinson 
drove the length of the court as time wound 
down, then made the game-winning free throw 
with 1.5 seconds remaining after being fouled.

Trailing against Winona State, 
74-67, with 45 seconds left, the un-
stoppable 5-foot-10-inch Atkinson 
once again took charge.

“I told him he had to take over 
if we stood a chance,” Barton coach Ron 
Lievense said. 

He made several driving bas-
kets, including a reverse layup in 

traffic to tie the game at 75 with 11 seconds 
remaining.

“That was the toughest shot he ever made in 
his life,” Lievense said.

Then, Bobby Buffaloe stole the ball from 
Winona State’s Zach Malvik and quickly passed 
it to Atkinson, who beat the clock one more 
time with a game-winner.

“An incredible peace flushed over my body 
when I saw Anthony had the ball,” Lievense 
said. “I knew he would make a good decision.”

Replays showed Atkinson released the ball 
with two-tenths of a second left on the clock. 
They also showed the wild celebration that 
followed, as Atkinson’s teammates chased him 
around the court.

“Because of that game, people know about 
Barton College and Wilson, North Caro-

lina,” Lievense said. “We beat a classy 
team in Winona State. It was incred-
ible to see David beat Goliath.”
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           ‘An incredible peace flushed  
over my body when I saw Anthony had the ball.’

2007 Division II Men’s 
Basketball Championship
Barton 77, Winona State 75

Barton’s 
Anthony 
Atkinson turns 
around in 
disbelief after 
scoring the 
final two points 
to clinch a 
come-from-
behind  
victory  
against 
Winona  
State.

Suzanne Ouellette / 
NCAA Photos

LSU’s Warren Morris 
takes a memorable 

spin around the bases.
Rich Clarkson / NCAA Photos



 

When fans of your conference rival are standing to ap-
plaud, you know you’ve accomplished something great.

Simpson wrestler Nick Ackerman’s 13-11 victory in 
the final of the 174-pound weight division over defending 
Division III national champion Nick Slack of Augsburg, 
winner of 60 straight matches, was an upset in itself.

But what makes this the most memorable champion-
ship performance of the past 25 years is that Ackerman 
won the title despite having his lower legs amputated 
when he was 18 months old to stop an aggressive form of 
bacterial meningitis.

Ackerman didn’t know much about his opponent in 
the 2001 final, despite Slack’s credentials.

“I don’t like to know all the things about someone be-
fore I wrestle them,” Ackerman said. “I block it out. Later, 
I was like, ‘Holy crap. He’s not so bad.’ He is a monster of 
a guy. It started at his ankles and went all the way up. He 
was a large V.”

But Ackerman, who today makes prosthetics for 
others, soon gained the upper hand, even winning the 
accolades of fans from rival schools in the process.

“I beat a guy from Loras College, 2-1, in the quarter-

finals. I had lost to him twice that year,” said Ackerman, 
who was 96-41 in his college career. “He beat me once in 
the conference finals and in the conference duals. After I 
beat him, I had the whole Loras crowd hating me. (But) I 
saw a picture where those guys were standing and cheer-
ing after the final. They were the same guys that were 
yelling at me earlier. It was pretty cool to see.”

Bryan Poulter, who coached Ackerman at Colfax-
Mingo High School in Iowa, said he still hears from 
people he’s never known because of his relationship 
with Ackerman. They ask for advice on how to coach 
athletes with disabilities.

“Even when Nick was young and someone said 
something about his disability, he would always correct 
them and say, ‘I don’t have a disability. I have ability,’ 
He never saw anything he couldn’t do.”

He stuck to his story even when a reporter used 
the word “disabled” in asking him about his cham-
pionship win.

“The guy said, ‘What do you want people to call 
you?’ I said, ‘I don’t care, don’t call me disabled. You 
can call me national champion.’”

‘Don’t call me disabled. Call me  

 national champion.’

2001 Division III  
Wrestling Championships
Nick Ackerman wins 174-pound 
individual national title

Missing his legs since childhood, a 
Simpson student-athlete walked into 
NCAA history.

1984 – Division I Men’s 
Hockey: Bowling Green 5, 
Minnesota Duluth 4 (four 
overtimes)

1987 – Division I (Football 
Championship Subdivi-
sion): Louisiana-Monroe 43, 
Marshall 42 

1987 – Division III Women’s 
Cross Country Champion-
ship: Wisconsin-Oshkosh 81, 
St. Thomas (Minnesota) 81.

1992 – Division I Men’s 
Lacrosse: Princeton 10, 
Syracuse 9 (double overtime)

1998 – Division I Women’s 
Volleyball: Long Beach State 
3, Penn State 2

Honorable mentions
Here are other notable championship finishes. To see a complete description, visit us online at NCAAChampionMagazine.org.

Dave Peterson / NCAA Photos 
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