














POINT, COUNTERPOINT
USP 1100

Dave Donatell, EMC's executive viee president of stormge
prioduct aperations: Quite simphy, the key is our patented DMX
architechuwre, combined with advanced software. The Sym
miedrix DM -5's pont-to-point interconnect architecbure pro
vides the highast levels of prediciahle performance, and can
tolerate dynamic worklesds and bursts of unespecied activiy

Hu ‘I'Uﬁhid-ﬂ. Hifochy Dvit Spstams (S Cang. e ohigd [ach-
nalmgi afficar: The limiting factor in anyg high-end, cache-
centne disk array is the bandwidih inio and oul of cacke,

T UEEE |5 capable of Z56 concunrent memony operations—
BO more Tham DWEE-5, wihish i Dmited Lo only 53 paths 1o
cache

Dronatelli: The congept ol using a bigh-snd storage array 1o
virlualize alber high-end arrays as HDES suggests simply
doesn'l work. One hundred percent of the 10 has Lo go
through the virtualized controdler. Does anybody think Lhal

a singhe array can beep up with multiple, high-end arays
behind itY 1 becomes a choke point. 1L alse simply can't vir-
tualize thal many volumes. & single Symmetnix DMX-3 can
hiardle ug 1o B4, 000 volumes. Bul the HOGE USP is only capa-
ble od wirtualizing a small lraction of these. The case of using
a high-end array Lo virtualize AT&-Based arrays is also highly
ineflective and very expensive. s much easier and more
casl ellective Lo add high-capacity drives and lier slorage
weithin a sinegle array.

Yoshida: The simplest approach to storage virtuslzation is
to extend existing contral-unit functions to other storags
disk arrays by attaching them to the LSE The DM has a
20-year-old cache aehitecture that still requires BIN files to
map configurations into cache and can't support extennal
altach [storage]. Therefore, theu must try to reineant &l the
capability that's in DM and port this to sppliances that sitin
the netwark, This adds complexity and wandor lock]-in]

Dronatelli: Customers have made us Mo, 1 because we pro-
vide the highest levels of aeailability, performance and
pratection far thelr most migslon-critical data,

Yoshida: Customers hawe the ahility to breathe new life into
axisting assets; they now have the option of investing only in
the part of the array subsystem that delneers most of the val-
ue, and they save money as they're ra longer foroed to buw
hulking eollections of drives just to chtain the latest enter-
prise functicnality.

Dronatelli= With BSA and Hetwork Intelligencs ssourity teckh-
rilogy now parl ol Lthe EMC partlalic, the bar lor high-end
slorage onclionalily is aboul 1o be el even higher.

Donatalli: We prefer to stay focused on meeting the needs
of pur customers and addressing marked requirements
rather than trying to predict what other vendaors will da.

breadth that DMX can consolidate across multiple

tiers and multiple locations.

What to consider

Yoshida: It [EMCs DEE-3] will remiain a monolithic dinosaur,

ighy any iraginable user configuration. These two re-
alities shape product and strategy. Thus, thinking o
USP1100 vs, DRX-3 in a vacuum isn pradent, be-
cause theyre simply anchors of entively different ap-

The USFI100 and DMX-3 are maszsively capable,
high-performance arrays. However, as our head-to-
head comparizon las borne out, what's most im-
portant is how the architectures of the two arrays
define the respective strategic directions of EMC
and HDS, HDS is unabashedly storage controlles-
centricand that paradigem is a first principle around
which all elge follows, EMC iz now a global IT pow-
erhouse with a vast portfolio ol eptions that can sat-
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proaches o growing, managing and extending the IT
infrastruciare, Only after a detailed and arduous re-
view should a user be ready o volunteer the infor-
mation that "Fm a USP shop” or “F'm a DX shop”
Those are foar words that wall echo theough the data
center for years w oome, @

Brod OFNedl is o zenior anabyst with the Taeeja Group
headquartered in Hoplkinton, MA





