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Riding to the Rescue .

FOR MICHAEL MEUSER, a partner at Lexington, Ky.-based
Miller, Griffin & Marks, it was a memorable, if not atypical, pater-
nity case.

There was DNA testing and some testimony that a moth-
er’s intended suitor was her baby’s father — there was even a
videotape of the act.

But the baby just didn’t look like his daddy. And an investi-
gation revealed that the baby’s actual father was really the
next door neighbor. He'd snuck over during a barbecue, cross-
ing a nearby creek, and had his way with her in the backyard.

A profligate rake? Nay. Or actually, Neigh! The dad was a
randy pony from the barn next door, horning in on what had
been a professional setup between a mare and a prize
stallion, Wild Again.

The potential father was beaten to the punch, Meuser says.
“Another mare who'd been at the same boarding farm had
had a similar ‘problem.””

Meuser and his partners at 16-lawyer Miller, Griffin are
among the country’s limited number of equine law practition-
ers, a specialty with surprising breadth and one that, in the
horse-crazy town of Lexington, is a necessary practice area for
any firm worth its salt.

The firm’s equine practice began when a senior partner
started working for Spendthrift Farm, a once prestigious stable
where, at one time, a pair of Triple Crown winners were both
breeding mares. Matters stemming from the city’s local breed-
ing stables — where horses are trained and bred — are still
an important part of the practice.

“If you come down here, you'll see barns that probably
qualify for Architectural Digest,” says Thomas Marks, another
partner. “They’ve got fantastic construction, masonry brought
over from Ireland and such, and the issues involve construc-
tion and tax issues, and business loss concerns.”

According to Meuser, it also involves a great many veteri-
nary malpractice cases, as well as sale and contract issues,
and even international customs issues when it’s time for a
horse to be bred overseas.

In fact, Meuser says, the horse business is just that — a
business, with all the attendant legal issues. He says it’s like
representing a factory. “Think about a manufacturing firm —
we have contract issues, immigration issues for the farm and
stable workers, a lot of workplace safety stuff, estate planning
for the owners. . . It's not just dealing with horses.”

Of course, there are times when the practice does involve
dealing directly with the horses, and for Meuser, those have
been some of the most pleasurable. Like the time when he
had the opportunity to walk up the infield with one of his
clients prior to the start of the Kentucky Derby.

But for Marks, the Derby has been a bit more frantic —
at one point, he had to deal with an ownership dispute over
a horse immediately before the race. It's enough to make
another man turn to a mint julep for solace — but not Marks.
“The first time | ever had too much to drink, it was bourbon,”
he says. “l avoid the stuff.”
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