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University in Al Ain
First PPP education deal
in the UAE ready to tender
early contracts
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Holiday Inn the GCC
Express group stakes
claim to budget hotel
market in the Middle East
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Mile high dreams
And how they could 
soon become reality 
in Dubai
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Ministry set to
name & shame
CONTRACTOR BOSSES
who mistreat their workers will
be named and shamed by the
UAE Ministry of Labour, ac-
cording to an announcement
made this week.

It follows a month of strikes
and protests by increasingly
disgruntled site workers.

For the first time, details of
companies that abuse workers
rights will be made public.

According to the Ministry,
there have been a total of 
eighteen strikes already this
year, involving more than 
10 000 workers.

Last month the Ministry
levied a fine against Al Hamed
Development and Construction
of Abu Dhabi for withholding
salaries. The same firm was 
also banned from hiring 
foreign workers.
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Interview
Mattar Al Tayer, deputy
director general of Dubai
Municipality tells CW
how he plans to keep the
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Moving the earth: Zoe
Naylor climbs into the
Creek extension to see
how the project is
progressing.  Page 14

Product Report
To buy or not to buy: 
Why increasing numbers
of contractors are
choosing to rent plant
equipment. Page 18

Nakheel draws up secret
plan for mile-high tower
How Nakheel planned to make history with most ambitious skyscraper ever conceived

Development plan
for Western UAE
THE ABU Dhabi government
is set to embark on a massive
construction programme aimed
at developing the Western Re-
gion of the UAE.

The plan covers a range of 
infrastructure improvements
around the six main cities in the
region; Madinat Zayed, Mirfa,
Ghayathi, Silaa, Liwa and the Is-
land of Delma.

Under the first phase of the
plan, the Western Region Devel-
opment Authority and the West-
ern Region Municipality will be
established to drive forward in-
frastructure improvements.
“The Western Region Develop-

ment Authority will play a key
role in monitoring the region’s
performance and ensuring that
its people, business sectors and
infrastructure are developing at
a pace and in accordance with
the vision of His Highness The
President,” said H.E Mohamed
Ahmed Al Bowardi, secretary
general of Abu Dhabi’s Execu-
tive Council.

The Western Region covers
70% of the UAE and is home to
around 10% (120 000) of the Abu
Dhabi population. It generates
more than one third (US $15.5
billion) of Abu Dhabi’s total
($45.6 billion) GDP.

Construction work has started on the quay wall at the
Creek extension site in Dubai. 

Contractor Dutco Balfour Beatty Group has 
taken the first phase of the US $54.5 million
(AED200 million) project.

The quay wall consists of precast mass concrete
gravity block constuction with crush rock foundation
and rear core filling. It is completed with bollards and
a block paved circulation corridor.
(see page 14 for a full project update)

DBBG START QUAY WALL ON CREEK EXTENSION

NAKHEEL HAS drawn up sen-
sational plans for a mile high
tower, which would dwarf every
other skyscraper in the world.

The amazing revelation is
contained in a secret memo
seen by Construction Week,
which reveals details of the 
incredible project.

It also refers to a meeting that
took place earlier this year in the
US, where top engineers and de-
signers from Bovis Lend Lease
and Thornton Tomasetti dis-
cussed drawings for the tower.

Three outline designs were at
that point under consideration,
including one that incorporated
an entertainment ride at the top
of the building — where part of
the thrill would be generated
from the sway of the structure.

The memo detailed plans for
a 1600m building — which
would be around twice the
height of the Burj Dubai.

High rise expert Dennis Poon
was one of an elite group con-
sulted on the project. Poon is
the managing principal of
Thornton Tomasetti and led the
structural engineering team for
Taipei 101 in Taiwan — current-
ly the tallest tower in the world.

Contacted in New York this
week, he said: “I am afraid I can’t
say too much about that; I hope
you understand my situation.”

Senior Bovis Lend Lease engi-
neer Dennis Prude was also con-
sulted on the project. He said: “I
believe we have fulfilled that con-
tract — I worked on it for five or
six months. I was dealing with
constructability issues.”

Japanese contractor Taisei Con-
struction was earmarked to
build the tower and architectur-
al practice PEI Partnership was
chosen by Nakheel to work on
the initial designs.

The current status of the proj-
ect is unknown, but it is under-
stood that the mile high tower
may have been mothballed fol-
lowing the appointment of James

Wilson as Nakheel’s chief 
executive in February, who ar-
rived at the company from IFA
— one of the biggest investors in
Nakheel’s Palm Jumeirah and
Waterfront projects.

Former Nakheel director
Mounir Haider was involved in
the project before leaving the
developer to join Abu Dhabi-
based Sorouh Real Estate fol-

lowing a management shake up
earlier this summer.
Revelations of the plan will raise
eyebrows in the developer com-
munity, but two of the world’s
top structural engineers who
spoke to CW this week say there
is no reason why a mile high
tower cannot be built.

“I can’t see a reason why this
(constructing a mile high build-
ing) cannot be done, but I don’t
think we will see a step change,
it will be more incremental. 

“We need to have time to de-
velop the design and construc-
tion skills that are needed,” said
Mohsen Zikri, director at the
London office of Arup.

The main barriers to construc-
tion on this scale would be eco-
nomical rather than structural
according to Kamran Moazami,
director of WSP Cantor Seinuk
— the designer of the Freedom
Tower in New York and the
Shard of Glass in London.

He said: “As a structural engi-
neer I would like to see it, but
I’m not sure it is something peo-
ple would want to build. Most
super tall buildings lose money.”

Nakheel was unavailable 
for comment. (see page five)
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The mile-high club: Nakheel’s 1600m-high 
tower is one of the most ambitious projects ever
conceived. Initial plans detailed a structure that
would be over three times the height of Taipei
101 — currently the tallest building in the world.
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